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1.0 Support and Resources

1.1 Who do | contact when | need technical assistance?
Applicants should first contact the Partner Support Center (PSC) for technical assistance.

Telephone: 866-731-4711
Email: OIE.EASIE@ed.gov

Hours of operation are between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday,
excluding federal holidays.

1.2 How do | contact the U.S. Office of Indian Education (OIE)?
The following is the contact information for OIE:

Website: Office of Indian Education Formula Grant Contact Page
Telephone: 202-987-0204

Fax: 202-205-0606

Email: OIEProgramOfficers@ed.gov

1.3 What is the website for the application?

The Electronic Application System for Indian Education (EASIE) is accessed via entity-
specific links, better known as “tokens.” The entity’s registered Point of Contact (POC),
Project Director (PD), and Authorized Official Representative (AOR) will receive tokens to
access EASIE during each open period.

1.4 Which website can assist applicants through the application process?

The Communities of Practice (CoP) website provides on-demand technical assistance for
EASIE. It includes resources for Parts |, Il, and lll with templates, forms, webinars,
calendars, and announcements to keep applicants and grantees up to date on current
issues.

1.5 What is the recommended browser for EASIE?

Users should access the EASIE Application using Google Chrome.

1.6 Who has access to EASIE?

EASIE does not contain user accounts or login information. Each applicant receives an entity-
specific token to access EASIE Part Il when the system opens. Only individuals registered as
the current POC, PD, and/or AOR will receive the entity-specific tokens.

The Authorized Official Representative is the official within the organization with the legal
authority to give assurances, make commitments, enter contracts, and execute such
documents on behalf of the organization, as may be required. This person, in a high-level
leadership position, is often the Superintendent of the Local Education Agency (LEA); for
Tribes it could be a Tribal Leader.
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The AOR (Superintendent, Tribal leader or similar Principal with official authority to legally
bind the entity to an ED contract) can continue to delegate the responsibility of completing the
EASIE Part Il Application to other entity contacts by sharing their entity-specific token. Official
documentation or record of that delegation should be kept on file by the entity leadership. The
AOR is ultimately responsible to review and certify the application. Each entity needs to
confirm that their application is certified by the AOR by the application deadline.

Email Notification Contacts

Users designated as POCs during the registration period will only receive email notifications
and will not receive entity-specific tokens. If your entity’s registered POC, PD, AOR, or
contacts, have recently been updated, or your entity did not receive their entity-specific link on
the EASIE Part Il open date, please contact Partner Support Center.

1.7 Where can | get information on Indian Education in general?
Users can find additional information via: https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/oese/oie

2.0 Indian Parent Committee

2.1 Are all applicants for this program required to have an Indian Parent
Committee?

LEAs and LEAs in a Consortium, and State-registered Charter schools are the only
applicants that are required to establish an Indian Parent Committee. The Indian Parent
Committee (IPC) must adhere to requirements defined in Section 6114(c)(4) of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to receive funding. The applicant
must acquire the participation and written approval on the application from the
Indian Parent Committee before Part Il closes.

2.2 Who should be on the Indian Parent Committee?

The Indian Parent Committee membership is composed of and selected by:
(1) Parents and family members of eligible Indian children enrolled in the LEA.
(2) Representatives of Indian Tribes on Indian lands located within 50 miles of
any school that the agency will serve if such Tribes have any children in the
school.
(3) Teachers in the schools; and
(4) If applicable, Indian students attending secondary schools

The IPC must consist of more than one-half (51%+) of parents and family
members of eligible Indian children enrolled in the LEA (e.g. the ‘parent/family’
column must have more individuals listed than the other three columns
combined).

2.3 What are the responsibilities of the Indian Parent Committee?

The responsibilities of the IPC are as follows:
« Approves the Application.
+ Approves Budget Revisions
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» The IPC adopts and adheres to by-laws.

2.4 Who can be considered a Tribal representative to serve on the Indian Parent
Committee?

The individual(s) appointed by the Tribe can serve on the Indian Parent Committee to
represent the tribe and vote on all IPC matters.

2.5 Can a school district administrator or staff member sign the Indian Parent
Committee Approval form?

No. School administrators and Title VI staff should not serve on the IPC. Only the IPC
chairperson or the designated IPC person can sign and date the IPCA form.

2.6 Can an Indian Parent Committee member be represented in multiple columns?

Please list each person only once. IPC parent and family members must represent
more than one-half of the total number of IPC members in column one of the IPCA
form.

2.7 Does every Indian Parent Committee need a student representative (for
secondary)?

If appropriate.

2.8 Does a parent on the Indian Parent Committee need to live with their child?
No.

2.9 Can the Indian Parent Committee vote a member out of the committee?
Indian Parent Committee must follow their established bylaws.

2.10 What are the roles and responsibilities of the LEA in administering the
program?

The roles and responsibilities of the LEA in administering the program are as follows:
e Abides by the programs purposed ESEA Section 6111:

v Develop elementary school and secondary school programs for all Indian
students.

v Program funding must be used to support comprehensive programs that
are designed to meet cultural, language, and academic needs of Indian
students and ensure they meet State academic standards.

v" Must develop projects with the participation and written approval of an
Indian Parent Committee.

v" Develop meaningful consultation and ongoing collaboration with nearby
Indian Tribes.

e Administers the grant program and program services.

e Fiscal administration and obligation of funds, including obtaining the IPC’s simple
majority approval for any budget revision requests.

e Maintains all grant records.

7|Page


https://easie.communities.ed.gov/#communities/pdc/documents/9671

3.0 General Application Information

3.1 What is the general content of Part Il of the application for funds under formula
grant?

Part Il collects information for coordination of services for eligible Indian students, a
project description, and budget information for your project.

3.2 How is Part Il structured?

Part Il is divided into six data entry sections and the Certification:
e Section 1: General Applicant Information
Section 2: Integrated Program for Indian students.
Section 3: Indian Education Project Description
Section 4: Budget Information
Section 5: Section 427 of General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)
Section 6: General Comments

After completing all sections relevant to your applicant type, you must download
program assurances, upload supplemental documentation, and certify the application.

3.3 What is the definition of an LEA?

An LEA can be one of the following, as defined in Section 8101(30) of the ESEA:

¢ A public board of education or other public authority legally constituted within a state
for either administrative control or direction of, or to perform service functions for
public elementary or secondary schools in a city, county, township, school district, or
other political subdivision of a state; or

e Such combination of school districts or counties a state recognizes as an
administrative agency for its public elementary or secondary schools; or

¢ Any other public institution or agency that has administrative control and direction of
a public elementary or secondary school.

3.4 What is the definition of Indian Community-Based Organization (ICBO)?

ESEA Section 6112 (d) Indian Community-Based Organization (ICBO) means any
organization that—

(1) is composed primarily of Indian parents, family members, and community members,
Tribal government education officials, and Tribal members, from a specific community;
(2) assists in the social, cultural, and educational development of Indians in such
community;

(3) meets the unique cultural, language, and academic needs of Indian students; and
(4) demonstrates organizational and administrative capacity to manage the grant.
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3.5 What is a consortium?

Eligible entities may form a consortium (a partnership) for the purpose of obtaining grants
under the Formula Grant program. A consortium is made up of more than one eligible
entity, with one entity identified as the lead applicant on behalf of itself and the other
eligible entities. All partners within a consortium, including the lead applicant, must meet
the basic eligibility requirements for this program. To verify that all participating entities
meet the program requirements, a consortium agreement must be signed by each entity’s
authorized official and submitted by the Part | deadline. Applicants must use the
Consortium Agreement document available on the EASIE Communities of Practice.

3.6 What is “2.1 General Applicant Information”?

In the first section, General Applicant Information, the applicant verifies their applicant
identification (i.e., applicant name, unique entity identification number, and mailing
address), identifies the application type being operated (i.e., regular, schoolwide, or
integrated services program described in further detail in question 3.7 below), the
grades offered in the LEA, and identifies the PD, AOR, and Budget Representative.
Applicants can also view the initial allocation and grant start and end date.

3.7 What are the types of programs a grantee can operate with Indian Education
formula grant funds?

The types of programs a grantee can operate are: regular, schoolwide, and integrated
services:

Regular program. A regular program has specific objectives and services specified
(or delineated) and funded by the project, plus a detailed budget. Most Indian
Education formula grants operate as a regular program.

Schoolwide (Title I) program. A schoolwide program combines the Indian Education
formula grant funds with Title | and other funding to provide improved educational
services to all students in a school that operates as a schoolwide program under
Section 1114 of the ESEA. There are no project-specific objectives, services, or budget
entered in Part Il; the funds must support the objectives of the schoolwide program, and
the LEA must identify in the application how the use of such funds in a schoolwide
program will produce benefits to Indian students that would not be achieved if the funds
were not used in a schoolwide program. An application that consolidates Indian
Education formula funds with a schoolwide program approved by the IPC, if applicable.

Integrated Services program. As authorized under ESEA section 6116, the Secretary
will, upon receipt of an acceptable plan for the integration of education and related
services, and in cooperation with Federal agencies, authorize the entity receiving the
funds under this program to consolidate all Federal funds that are to be used
exclusively for Indian students.

3.8 How are grant allocations calculated?

Statutory requirements determine award amounts for grantees:
« The Indian Student Count (ISC) submitted in Part I.
e The minimum amount of a grant that will be awarded (e.g., $4,000 if sufficient
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funds are available).

« The State per pupil expenditure. (If a State’s per pupil expenditure is less than
80 percent of the national average, then 80 percent of the national average is
used).

» Fiscal appropriation from the U.S. Congress. The individual awards are then
pro-rated until the total matches the appropriated amount for the program.

3.9 Is the allocation that appears in Part Il the actual amount we will
receive, or an estimate?

The allocation is an estimate, based on the factors listed in question #3.8.

3.10 What information is submitted in the Grades Offered portion of Section 1:
General Applicant Information?

Applicants check each grade that the LEA offers or would offer if there were students at
that grade level. Grade levels offered refers to the grades in which instruction is offered
to students by the LEA or BIE-funded school. This is unrelated to whether any Indian
students are in that grade or whether your Title VI project will provide activities for that
grade. If your entity is the leader of a consortium or a Tribe, Indian Organization (10) or
Indian Community-Based Organization (ICBO) applying in lieu of multiple entities, check
each box for the grades offered across all the entities in your project.

3.11 What information is submitted in the Project Director (PD), Authorized Official
Representative (AOR), Budget Representative/Official of the Grantee portion of
Section 1: General Applicant Information?

Applicants will enter the PD, AOR, and Budget Representative/Official of the grantee’s
name, phone number, and email for each project. The PD and the AOR are entered in
the grants management system to receive a copy of the Grant Award Notification (GAN).

3.12 Who is the Project Director for the Indian Education Formula Grant award?

The PD is the designated Point of Contact for managing resources, administrative
matters, and overseeing finances to ensure that the project progresses on time, in
compliance, and on budget. The PD has the responsibility for, and comprehensive
knowledge of, the program.

3.13 What if we do not have a Project Director? Do we leave the information
blank?

You must enter information for the PD, AOR, and Budget Representative/Official of the
Grantee. The PD and the AOR must be different people for internal control purposes.

3.14 Who is the Authorized Official Representative?

The AOR is the official within the organization with the legal authority to give assurances,
make commitments, enter contracts, and execute such documents on behalf of the
organization, as may be required. This person, in a high-level leadership position, is often the
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Superintendent of the LEA, for Tribes it could be a Tribal official designated or authorized to
bind the Tribe in legal contracts, such as an elected Tribal leader.

3.15 Who is the Budget Representative/Official of the Grantee?

The Budget Official Representative is the official within the organization with the legal
authority to give budget related assurances, make commitments, enter contracts, and
execute such documents on behalf of the organization, as may be required.

3.16 How do we fill out the contact information if we are a consortium?

The lead applicant designates the Project Director, Authorized Official Representative,
and Budget Representative/Official of the Grantee.

3.17 May an entity that has a contract with the LEA be the Authorized Official
Representative for this program and certify the application?

No. Only an individual who has the authority to legally bind the LEA can submit required
documents to the Department, including the Annual Performance Report (APR).

4.0 Part ll: Section 2: Comprehensive Programs

4.1 What information is in Section 2: Comprehensive Program for Indian
Students?

The data sections are as follows:
» Coordination of Services with Formula Grant Programs
« Description of Comprehensive Programs for American Indian/Alaska Native
Students
» Coordination of Services Professional Development
+ Dissemination of Assessment Data
* Public Hearing Requirement Data
= Description of Meaningful Collaboration with Indian Tribes

4.2 How do | complete the Coordination of Services with Formula Grant
Programs?

All applicants will need to complete the chart describing the Coordination of Services for
Indian Students. OIE requests information about your LEA’s program, which may be
funded through a combination of Tribal, Local, State, and/or Federal funds.

The applicant will select whether a Tribal, Local, State, and/or Federal program is
available and if that program coordinates with the Title VI program. The federal formula
grant programs are Title |, Rural and Low-Income School Program, Impact Aid, Migrant
Education, and Johnson-O'Malley. Descriptions of these programs are listed in the
index, which is the last section of this document. Other Tribal, State, or Local programs
should also be listed.

When completing the chart, applicants can use this opportunity to reach out to the staff
members who administer other Federal and State programs in the district to discuss
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services for Indian students and how the programs can better coordinate to serve these
students.

NOTE! This section is read only for Multi-Year applicants in Year 2, 3, or 4.

4.3 How do | complete the Description of Comprehensive Programs for Indian
Students?

Each application must include a description of the applicant’'s comprehensive programs
for meeting the culturally related academic needs of Indian children, including their
language and cultural needs. In your explanation, include programs from the chart
described in Question #4.2 that currently coordinate with your project, or which will
coordinate with Title VI during the grant year.

For example, if the LEA uses Title | funds to provide academic services to students in
poverty, including Indian students in poverty, the applicant will describe those Title |
services, and then describe how the Title | program coordinates with the Title VI project
and how the Title VI supplemental funds will be provided in a manner that is culturally
responsive to the Indian students’ needs. For example, if the district uses Title | funds
to pay for a remedial reading teacher, the LEA might use Title VI funds to purchase
books that feature famous Indian leaders to meet the objective of increase academic
achievement. If the LEA uses Title Ill funds for specialized software for all English
Learners (ELs), including Indian students who are ELs, the LEA might use its Title VI
funds to employ a paraprofessional who is a tribal member to assist the Indian students
with that software in the classroom to meet the objective of increase academic
achievement. Keep in mind that Title VI funds must be used to supplement and not
supplant other Tribal, Local, State, and/or Federal funds that are provided for Indian
students. See FAQ #8.5 below for more information on supplement and not supplant.

NOTE! This section is read only for Multi-Year applicants in Year 2, 3, or 4.

4.4 What is required for the Coordination of Services Professional Development?

The coordination of services for professional development requires a description of
professional development opportunities that the applicant will provide as needed to
ensure that teachers and other school professionals who are new to the Indian
community are prepared to work with Indian children, and that all teachers who will be
involved in programs assisted by this grant have been properly trained to carry out such
programs. The professional development opportunities can be funded using other Local,
State and/or Federal funds.

The professional development identified does not have to be a new opportunity for which
funding is requested. Applicants should include existing professional development
opportunities that will continue to be implemented during the school year, if those
opportunities meet the goals stated above.

NOTE! This section is read only for Multi-Year applicants in Year 2, 3, or 4.
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4.5 What factors should an applicant consider for professional development
activities?

According to Section 6114(b)(5), professional development should ensure that
teachers and other school professionals who are new to the Indian Community are
prepared to work with Indian Children, and that all teachers involved in the project have
been trained to carry out the project. As well, an applicant should consider the cost of
the professional development as to whether it is reasonable, allowable, and allocable to
the objectives of the project.

4.6 What is required for applicants regarding the Dissemination of Assessment
Data?

ESEA section 6114 (b)(6) states that LEA applicants are required to share assessment
results of all Indian children enrolled (not just those who are served) in the LEA(s) with
the Indian community, IPC, and Indian Tribes whose children are served by the local
education agency consistent with theFamily Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA).

In this section of the application, select the method(s) of dissemination of assessment
data to the Indian community, Indian Parent Committee, and Tribes.

NOTE! This section is read only for Multi-Year applicants in Year 2, 3, or 4.

4.7 What is the difference between the types of modifications shown on
the Dissemination of Assessment screen?

Applicants will indicate how the LEA is responding to assessment data concerning
Indian students from the previous school year. The choices are (1) no changes in
services/programs; modifications to services/programs at the LEA level; or (2)
modifications to services/programs within the project. If modifications to the services
and programs were made, an explanation of those modifications is needed.

5.0 Public Hearing

5.1 What is a public hearing?

A public hearing is required for all applicant types as prescribed under ESEA section
6114(c)(3)(C). The public hearing is an opportunity for parents of Indian children and
teachers, general public, local school administrators, representatives of Indian Tribes
on Indian lands located within 50 miles of any school that the agency will serve if such
Tribes have any children in such school, Indian organizations, and, if appropriate,
Indian students from secondary schools to understand the program and to offer
recommendations regarding the program.

5.2 What information is requested in the application regarding the public hearing?

Applicants must indicate in the application the date on which the public hearing was
held during FY 2026-27. The public hearing date has no parameters but should be
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about the application that will be submitted for this fiscal year.

6.0 Meaningful Collaboration with Indian Tribes

6.1 Who is required to answer the question on Meaningful Collaboration with Indian
Tribes?

ESEA Section 6114(b)(7) requires applicants that are LEAs, LEAs in Consortium, and
Charter schools describe the process used to meaningfully collaborate with Indian
tribes located in the community in a timely, active, and ongoing manner in the
development of the comprehensive program and the actions taken as a result of such
collaboration.

6.2 What if there are no Tribes located in the community?

If there are no Tribes located within 50 miles of the school please indicate that in your
response.

6.3 Is meaningful collaboration with Tribes under Section 6114 the same
requirement as tribal consultation under Section 8538 of ESEA?

No, they are separate requirements. Meaningful collaboration with Tribes under section
6114(b)(7) applies only to LEAs, LEAs in a Consortium, and Charter school applicants
must describe the process used to meaningfully collaborate with Indian Tribes located
in the community in a timely, active, and ongoing manner in the development of the
comprehensive program and the actions taken as a result of such collaboration.
ESEA section 8538 consultation with Indian Tribes and Tribal Organizations is to
ensure timely and meaningful consultation on issues affecting American Indian and
Alaska Native students, an affected LEA shall consult with appropriate officials from
Indian tribes or tribal organizations approved by the tribes located in the area served by
the local educational agency prior to the affected local educational agency’s submission
of a required plan or application for a covered program under this Act or for a program
under title VI of this Act. Such consultation shall be done in a manner and in such time
that provides or tribal organizations to meaningfully and substantively contribute to such
plan. Affected LEAs are defined in ESEA section 8538 (c) affected LEA means a local
educational agency;
A. With an enrollment of Indian students that is not less than 50 percent of the
total enrollment of the LEA or
B. That
i. For fiscal year 2017, received a grant in the previous year under
Subpart 1 of Part A of Title VII (as such subpart was in effect on
the day before the date of enactment of the Every Student
Succeeds Act) that meets or exceeds $40,000; or
ii. For any fiscal year following fiscal year 2017, received a grant in
the previous fiscal year under Subpart | of Part A Title VI that
meets or exceeds $40,000.
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6.4 Can meaningful collaboration with Tribes occur during a public hearing?

No. In accordance with ESEA section 6114(b)(7) LEAs must describe the process used to
meaningfully collaborate with Indian tribes located in the community in a timely, active,
and ongoing manner in the development of the comprehensive program and the actions
taken as a result of such collaboration.

Public Hearings under ESEA section 6114(c)(3) is an open consultation process on the
development of the applications proposed project inviting parents of Indian children,
teachers of Indian children, Tribal representatives within 50 miles of schools with enrolled
Tribal children, Indian organizations, and Indian students from secondary schools (if
appropriate. It must provide these stakeholders a full opportunity to understand the
program and offer input and recommendations.

6.5 Is it allowable to conduct meaningful collaboration during an Indian Parent
Committee meeting as defined in ESEA section 6114(c)(4)?

It is allowable to conduct ongoing meaningful collaboration during the Indian Parent

Committee meeting as long as the grantee is meeting the requirements of both ESEA

sections 6114(b)(7) and 6114(c)(4).

6.6 If an LEA has multiple tribes in the geographic area it serves, or if there is one
Indian Tribe and multiple LEAs, must there be separate collaboration with each
tribe or LEA?

Where there are multiple tribes and a single LEA, the LEA may hold a meaningful

collaboration session that includes all local tribes. Similarly, where there are multiple

LEAs and one tribe, there is no federal prohibition against a joint meaningful collaboration

session held by several LEAs. In both cases, the LEA must ensure that the Indian Tribe or

Tribes have a timely and meaningful opportunity to give input into an LEA’s application.

7.0 Project Description

7.1 What information is collected in Section 3: Indian Education Project
Description?

In Section 3: Indian Education Project Description, the applicant provides objectives for
the project if it is operating a regular formula grant project. Applicants that select a
schoolwide project must identify how the use of the funds will produce benefits to
Indian students.

NOTE! This section is read only for Multi-Year applicants in Year 2, 3, or 4.

7.2 For a project that serves consortia, can each entity in the consortium
have different objectives?

No. The applicant must select one set of objectives and all entities in the consortium
should focus on those objective(s) listed on the consortium agreement.
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7.3 What year do the objective selections cover?

The selections you choose identify your objectives for the upcoming project year. If you
selected “multi-year” objectives in Part |, you could keep the same objectives for up to
four years, enhancing long-term planning and data collection on project success (Part |
FAQs #3.1-3.7).

7.4 What is culturally responsive teaching and learning strategies and why is it
important?

ESEA Section 6115 (b)(9) the approved activity states LEAs will promote activities that
incorporate culturally responsive teaching and learning strategies. It is best to consult
with your local Indian Tribe(s) and/or the IPC for best strategies.

7.5 What information must | provide about my objective(s)?

You must select at least one objective; however, you may select more than one
objective to measure progress during the grant performance period which will be
reported in Part Ill.

7.6 What must a schoolwide applicant describe in this section?

As required by ESEA Section 6115(c), Title | schoolwide applicants must identify how
their use of funds in a schoolwide program will produce benefits to Indian students
that would not be achieved if the funds were not used in a schoolwide program.

8.0 Budget Information

8.1 What information is in Section 4: Budget Information?

In Section 4: Budget Information, the applicant budgets their initial allocation into several
budget categories. If the applicant is operating a regular formula grant program, the
applicant provides a detailed breakdown by budget category and line item of how the
allocated funds will be used. If the applicant is operating an Indian Education program
consolidated with a schoolwide program, your application will advance to Section 5:
Section 427 of General Education Provisions Act (GEPA). If the applicant is operating an
integrated program, a budget summary screen is provided.

8.2 What is the difference between my allocation and my budget?

Your allocation is the amount of the grant that you will receive, assuming you complete
your application and it is approved. Your budget is a spending plan for that amount. In
almost all circumstances, your budget total should equal your allocation. You should
plan to budget your entire allocation.

8.3 Can | ever budget less than my allocation?

It is rarely appropriate to budget less than your initial allocation, but special circumstances
could allow it.
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8.4 For consortium applications, does each entity have its own budget?

No. The applicant designs and submits into EASIE a single budget that supports the
project efforts for all partner entities.

8.5 What is a supplanting violation?

Supplanting occurs when a grantee uses its Indian Education formula grant funds to
provide students with services that would otherwise be funded from other sources,
whether Federal, State, Local or Tribal. The Title VI statute requires that each grantee
coordinate activities with other federal programs in implementing its Indian Education
Formula Grant project (ESEA Section 6114(c)(5)). Grantees are forbidden, however,
from using the Title VI Indian Education Formula Grant funds to supplant — i.e., take the
place of — other sources of Federal, State and Local funds used for Indian students
(ESEA Section 6114(b)(3)).

8.6 What are applicants responsible for when budgeting program funds?

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that the costs stipulated in their proposed
budget are reasonable and necessary for addressing the proposed project objectives
effectively. An activity and its cost might be reasonable, allowable, and allocable in one
project, but not in another.

Information for applicants and grantees on the Uniform Administrative Requirements for
Federal Awards can be found here: https://wwwZ2.ed.gov/policy/fund/quid/uniform-
guidance/index.html

8.7 What are administrative costs?

Under ESEA section 6115(d) imposes a limit on administrative costs of 5% of the
project’s total allocation. On every budget category screen, you will need to designate
how much of each cost is administrative and how much is programmatic. Generally,
administrative costs are those that support the direct administration and oversight of a
project rather than provide project services. Because the Department has not
established a standard definition for administrative costs, the applicant may determine
what constitutes an administrative cost within its project. Unless a waiver of this
requirement is requested and approved by the Department, administrative costs beyond
the 5% cap (limit) will not be accepted. Direct administrative costs are not the same as
indirect costs, which are district-wide general costs such as utilities and other overhead,
and accounting and financial services.

NOTE! The waiver request form will not be submitted in the system. If you are
unable to reduce the direct administrative costs to less than 5%, you must
complete the waiver request form and submit it directly to OIE at
OIEProgramOfficers@ed.gov. To request a copy of the waiver request form,
please contact your assigned Program Officer or OIEProgramOfficers@ed.gov.

However, OIE recommends that the applicant reduce the total administrative costs to not
more than 5% before certifying EASIE Part II.
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8.8 Does EASIE help me keep up with how much of my allocation | have
designated in my budget as administrative costs?

Within the application, EASIE keeps a running total of the percent of your allocation that
you have designated as administrative costs in Section 4: Budget Information.

8.9 How does a grantee determine if a particular cost is allowable?

Under 2 CFR 200.403-405a costs is allowable, if it is necessary and reasonable for
performance of the grant, allocable to the grant, authorized or not prohibited under
other applicable law, and adequately documented.

8.10 Should | show in kind (matching) expenditures in my budget and include
contributions my entity makes to the project?

Indian Education formula grants have no matching funds requirement.

8.11 How do | complete the table for my personnel budget?

You will need to use a separate row for each type of staff and the percent of time they
will work on the project. For example, if you have tutors who work 50 percent (50%) time
on this project and others who work 25 percent (25%) time on this project, you will need
two rows for tutors.

Applicants are required to provide the percentage of the Project Director’s time that will
be dedicated to the grant project. The percentage of time should be a function of Project
Director’s total time. For example, if the Project Director works a total of 40 hours per
week for the LEA, 10, ICBO or Tribe, and spends 20 of those hours per week working on
Title VI Indian Education Formula Grant activities, then the time commitment for the
Project Director would be 50 percent (50%).

The three cost columns (administrative, program, and fringe) represent the categories of
project funds that will be expended on personnel. The institution’s normal fringe benefits
contribution may be charged to the program. Leave this line blank if fringe benefits
applicable to direct salaries and wages are treated as part of the indirect cost. Include
fees and expenses for consultants under contractual costs. Do not include any local or
other funds that support these personnel. It is possible to enter personnel with no cost
associated to indicate that they work on the project, but are not funded by the project. If
you enter any costs for a type of personnel, then you must fill in all of the following: type of
personnel, number of personnel, and percent time on the project.

Statutory Hiring Preference: All formula grants are subject to the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA), section 7(b) of ISDEAA (25
U.S.C. 5307(b)) requires any contract, subcontract, or grant for the benefit of Indians,
shall to the greatest extent feasible—

(1) give preferences and opportunities for training and employment in connection with the
administration of such contracts or grants to Indians; and

(2) give preference in the award of subcontracts in connection with the administration of
such contracts or grants to Indian Organizations and to Indian-owned economic
enterprises as defined in section 3 of the Indian Financing Act of 1974 (25 U.S.C.
1452(e)). For purposes of this requirement, “Indian” is defined under 25 U.S.C.1452(b).
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8.12 How do | complete the table for travel?

Limitation on the Use of Funds ESEA Section 6115(e) Funds provided to a grantee
under this subpart may not be used for long-distance travel expenses for training
activities that are available locally or regionally.

8.13 What should an applicant consider when planning to use federal grant
funds for attending a meeting or conference?

Limitation on the Use of Funds ESEA Section 6115(e) Funds provided to a grantee

under this subpart may not be used for long-distance travel expenses for training

activities that are available locally or regionally. 2 CFR Section 200.455 does not allow

funds to be used for conference costs.

8.14 What is the definition of equipment?

In accordance with ESEA Section 6115 (b)(8) equipment may be charged as a direct
cost if the equipment is essential to achieve the purpose of the program. Per unit price
must not exceed $10,000.

8.15 How do | complete the table for supplies?

Supplies are tangible property other than equipment. Supplies and materials differ from
equipment in that they are consumable, expendable, and of a relatively low unit cost.
Supplies purchased with grant funds should directly benefit the grant project and be
necessary for achieving the goals of the project.

8.16 Can we purchase computing devices with grant funds?

This would fall under equipment. In accordance with ESEA Section 6115 (b)(8)
equipment may be charged as a direct cost if the equipment is essential to achieve the
purpose of the program. Per unit price must not exceed $10,000.

8.17 How do | complete the table for contractual expenses?

Contractual expenses include services that you pay a contractor to provide. The
contractual category should include all costs specifically incurred with actions that the
applicant takes in conjunction with an established internal procurement system. Include
consultant fees, expenses, and travel costs in this category if the consultant’s services
are obtained through a written binding agreement or contract. For example, a
consortium may contract with a service provider that provides the same direct services
(e.g., an early childhood program for Indian children) to all consortium members.

In the contractual budget table in EASIE, “direct instructional delivery” and “student
evaluations” are program costs, so the cells for administrative cost on these rows are
grayed out. If you have contractual expenses that do not fit into the three pre-populated
rows, then provide a brief description of the contractual expense in the row at the
bottom of the contractual expenses table and enter the costs.

8.18 How can | enter costs that do not fall into any of the above categories?

EASIE provides a budget category of “Other” in the bottom of the contractual expenses
19| Page



table. If you have expenses that do not fall into the above categories, enter the costs in
the “Other” category. For example, include costs such as space rental, required fees,
travel, training, and communication and printing costs.

8.19 What are indirect costs?

Indirect costs represent the expenses of doing business that are not readily identified
with a particular grant, contract, project function, or activity, but are necessary for the
general operation of the organization and the conduct of activities it performs. In theory,
costs like heat, lighting, accounting, and personnel might be charged directly if little
meters could record minutes in a cross-cutting manner. Practical difficulties preclude
such an approach; therefore, indirect cost rates are used to distribute those costs to
benefit revenue sources. An indirect cost rate is simply a mechanism for determining
fairly and conveniently, within the boundaries of sound administrative principles, what
proportions of organization administration costs each program should bear. For more
information about indirect costs, see the website of the Department’s Office of the Chief
Financial Officer: https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/ofo/ocfos-financial-improvement-
post-audit-operations

A grantee must have a current restricted indirect cost rate agreement to charge indirect
costs to a grant’s direct cost base per sections 75.560 — 75.564 of EDGAR. A grantee
must provide the indirect cost rate agreement upon request. To obtain an indirect cost
rate, a grantee must submit an indirect cost proposal to its cognizant agency and
negotiate an indirect cost rate agreement. For LEAs, the cognizant agency is the State
educational agency (SEA). For BIE-funded schools and Tribes applying in lieu of an
LEA, the entity negotiates an agreement with the U.S. Department of Interior's National
Business Center (DOI/NBC), but because Indian Education formula grants require a
restricted rate, the entity must also submit its proposal to ED. ED’s Indirect Cost Group
works with DOI/NBC to review and approve the restricted rate. The rate agreement is
then issued by DOI/NBC.

8.20 My indirect cost rate agreement is scheduled to expire shortly after my
award is made. What should we do?

Applicants that include indirect costs in their budget need to be aware of when their
Indirect Cost Rate Agreement is due to expire. If the current rate expires prior to the
start of the first grant year, or shortly thereafter, ED is required to attach special
conditions to the grant, under which the grantee has the option of not charging indirect
costs or using a temporary ED rate until the grantee obtains a new rate from its
cognizant agency. Applicants should reach out to ED’s Indirect Cost Group to provide
technical assistance to help grantees develop a restricted indirect cost agreement in an
email to the group mailbox at IndirectCostGroup@ed.gov. More information on indirect
cost rates applicable to Department of Education grants may be found here:
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/ofo/ocfos-financial-improvement-post-audit-

operations.

8.21 What are the special considerations of the table for indirect costs?

Enter the indirect cost rate as described above, using your restricted indirect cost rate.
You may enter this to two decimal places, such as 12.35 percent.
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Enter the amount that you will budget for indirect costs on direct program costs. You
are entitled to budget indirect costs from your direct cost base from your Title VI Indian
Education Formula grant allocation up to a maximum of your restricted indirect cost rate
times your total direct costs, minus any unallowable items specified in the ICR
agreement. You can budget a lesser amount of your indirect costs from your Title VI
Indian Education Formula grant allocation. Because applicants have some flexibility in
how much indirect costs they budget, the total amount of indirect costs cannot be
calculated by the system. However, you can only apply the indirect cost rate to direct
costs, minus any unallowable items specified in the ICR agreement. You must enter
both the percent and the amount. The amount may be zero.

9.0 Section 427 of General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)

9.1 What information is in Section 5: Section 427 of General Education
Provisions Act (GEPA)?

In Section 5: Section 427 of General Education Provisions Act (GEPA), all applicants
will check the box for the prefilled GEPA statement.

10.0 General Comments

10.1 What is required in Section 6: General Comments?

All applicants can provide comments to assist OIE in the review of the application and
provide comments describing why ‘Budget - Other’ was selected if there is not a space
to define it within the section. Entities can also further describe their programming or
other unique services in this space. Please note that a response is optional in this
section.

11.0 Certification

11.1 How do | respond to the State Education Agency (SEA) review
question?

For LEA and LEA Consortium applicants only, proposed projects must be developed
with the review of the State Education Agency (SEA) Review, (ESEA section 6119).
Before submitting an application to the Department, LEA applicants shall submit a copy
the application to the SEA for review; SEA may comment on application; and If the SEA
comments, the SEA shall provide LEAs with an opportunity to respond. LEA applicants
are required to identify on the certification page whether their SEA reviewed their
application.

To support the SEA review process, all LEA applicants will receive an email from
OIE.EASIE@ed.gov with a generated EASIE Part || PDF on Monday, April 20, 2026,
along with a separate email with a password to unlock the file. The generated PDF will
include each entity’s entered Part Il data as of Friday, April 17, 2026, at 5:00 pm ET.
Applicants should plan to enter as much EASIE Part Il data as possible by April 17,
2026, to ensure SEAs have access to it during their review.
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11.2 How do | submit my application to the Office of Indian Education in
the U.S. Department of Education?

The submission of your application to the U.S. Department of Education is
accomplished by the process of certification. This is the last step in EASIE Part Il. If
the Authorized Official Representative does not complete the certification step, your
application is not submitted to the U.S. Department of Education, and you will not
receive funding. Please see the “EASIE Part Il User Guide” for a complete explanation
of the certification process.

Applicants that are required to have an Indian Parent Committee (see Question #2.1)
must obtain written approval of the Indian Parent Committee for Part Il before Part Ii
closes and must load IPCA Form within EASIE Part Il. Please see the “EASIE Part Il
User Guide” for a complete explanation of how to upload the Indian Parent Committee
Approval Form.

11.5 Is there anything | need to do after | certify my application?
Yes, there are several remaining steps:

e Before Part Il closes, download and save your application in PDF form. You
should also save a signed copy of the program assurances which are available
as a link from the certification screen.

e Ensure that the email address of your Point of Contact is checked regularly
through July for communications regarding your application.

¢ Respond promptly to any requests from OIE to expedite the processing
of your application.

12.0 Integrated Services Program

12.1 What is an Integrated Services Program under ESEA Section 61167

An integrated services program consolidates funds for any federal program exclusively
serving Indian children, or the funds reserved under any federal program to exclusively
serve Indian students that are awarded under a statutory or administrative formula to
the entity, for the purposes of providing education and related services to Indian
students. An integrated services application submitted by a public school must be
approved by the IPC, in addition to any of the impacted federal agencies.

Upon the receipt of an acceptable plan, the Department with each federal agency
providing grants for the provision of education and related services to the entity, shall
authorize the entity to consolidate, in accordance with such plan, the federally funded
education and related services programs of the entity and the federal programs, or
portions of the programs, serving Indian students in a manner that integrates the
program services involved into a single, coordinated, comprehensive program and
reduces administrative costs by consolidating administrative functions.
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12.2 What is required for applying as an Integrated Services Program under
ESEA Section 6116?

In an integrated services application, the applicant submits a plan to OIE regarding the
integration of education and related services provided to Indian students integrating the
program services into a single, coordinated, comprehensive program reducing
administrative costs by consolidating administrative functions. The plan identifies the
programs or funding sources to be consolidated; i.e., be consistent with the objectives
concerning authorizing the services to be integrated, describes a comprehensive
strategy that identifies the full range of potential educational opportunities and related
services to be provided to assist Indian students to achieve the objectives; describes the
way in which services are to be integrated and delivered and the results expected from
the plan; identifies the projected expenditures under the plan in a single budget;
identifies the State, tribal, or local agency or agencies to be involved in the delivery of
the services integrated under the plan; identifies any statutory provisions, regulations,
policies, or procedures that the entity believes need to be waived in order to implement
the plan; sets forth measures for academic content and student academic achievement
goals designed to be met within a specific period of time; and be approved by an IPC.

12.3 Where does an applicant identify an Integrate Services Program?
Applicants will select the radial button in Section 1: General Applicant Information.

13.0 Indian Parent Committee Approval (IPCA) Form

13.1 What is an Indian Parent Committee Approval (IPCA) Form?

The IPCA form affirms that the applicant developed the program with the participation
and written approval of an IPC, as required by ESEA section 6114(c)(4). The form must
be uploaded during Part Il and includes information needed to determine if the applicant
meets the basic eligibility requirements. IPC form must be signed by the Chair or
Designated IPC member meeting minutes must be related to current application and the
form must be the most current approved OMB form.

13.2 What type of applicant must complete an IPCA Form?

An LEA or an applicant in consortium with an LEA, or Charter school must complete an
IPCA Form.

13.3 Who should be listed on the Indian Parent Committee Membership List?

The second section of the IPC Approval form is Section 2: Indian Parent Committee (IPC)
Membership List. This section is to be completed by either the IPC or the applicant.
Parents of Indian children;

Teachers of Indian children;

Tribal representatives within 50 miles of schools with enrolled Tribal children;

Indian organizations; and

Indian students from secondary schools (if applicable)

Must provide stakeholders a full opportunity to understand the program and offer
input and recommendations.
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13.4 Can LEA Applicants obtain IPC Approval electronically?
Yes, as long as the OMB approved form is not altered.

14.0 Federal Review of Applications

14.1 What happens after | certify Part Il of my application?

After an applicant certifies their submission of Part Il, the application is then transferred
to the Department (OIE) for review by program staff.

14.2 What are some ways to avoid common application mistakes?

Here are some common application mistakes to avoid:

e Do not put 100% of your funding in basic (pens, paper, markers) supplies category.
Your budget should be diversified into the different categories, especially for the
grants with higher awards. Supplies should not represent 15% or more of your
overall budget.

e The information provided under Coordination of Services does not describe any of
the activities or services provided even if they are not integrated with the Title VI
Indian Education Formula Grant.

e The description of Meaningful Collaboration with Tribes does not provide a detailed
plan on how you will engage local tribes, including the name of the tribe with whom
you are collaborating (LEAs Only)

¢ Indirect Costs must be calculated according to the current restricted Indirect Cost
Rate Agreement.

e Not completely filling out the Indian Parent Committee Approval (IPCA) form,
including having the right ratio in the member chart, and having the Chairperson or
designee sign and date page 1. Failing to abide by the statute for required IPC
members (LEAs Only)

e Forgetting to provide a narrative explanation anytime funds are put into the ‘Other’
budget category. The reason for these funds must be explained in the application.

14.3 What are the program assurances?

Program assurances represent specific requirements a grantee (recipient of funds, e.g.,
LEA) must comply with. These compliance items range from fiscal control, fund
accounting procedures, and proper record keeping. The program assurances must be
signed by the Authorized Official Representative and kept on site/on file by all grant
recipients each year the entity applies for the grant. Program assurances are in ESEA
Section 6114 (c)

14.4 When is a final budget reallocation required?

During the Part Il application cycle, additional funds may become available, for example,
due to applicants withdrawing their applications or reducing their student count. If this
happens, unallocated funds are redistributed to the remaining certified applicants. This
typically happens after the Part Il close date listed in the Notice Inviting Applications. The
EASIE Part Il certification process accommodates budget revisions for applicants
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receiving additional funds above a certain threshold. Likewise, if allocations are reduced,
the system will accept budget reduction revisions, again, only for those exceeding a
certain threshold. The threshold amount is announced in the Notice Inviting Applications
published in the Federal Register. Email notices will alert applicants if, and when, such
reallocations occur.

Budget revisions will only be required for applicants that exceed a certain threshold in
additional funds received or deducted. The threshold is above or below $10,000. In
either event, the applicant will be required to revise their budget, but a second
certification will not be necessary.

For applicants that receive a revised allocation that falls below the threshold, no further
action is necessary, if that application has been approved. If the application has not
been approved, the applicant must make modifications to the application until it is
approved.

15.0 Application Process

15.1 May | request an extension to the Formula Grant EASIE Part Il deadline?

No. Extensions to the Formula Grant EASIE submissions are not available. The
electronic system will be open for the full period provided in the notice inviting
applications published in the Federal Register.

15.2 | completed and certified my application, but circumstances in my
agency have changed and we are no longer able to participate. What
should | do?

Contact the Partner Support Center immediately once the decision is made.

Additionally, your Authorized Official Representative needs to submit a written notification
with a physical or electronic signature advising OIE that the entity is withdrawing its
application. Submit this letter to the Partner Support Center (OIE.EASIE@ed.gov). Your
application will be classified as withdrawn.

15.3 Once all my data entry response fields are complete, is there anything
else | need to do?

After all data entry response fields are completed, there is a critical step remaining. Your
application must be Certified. The process of certifying the application is the final step
to submit your application to the Office of Indian Education. The Authorized Official
Representative should certify the application.

15.4 What if | certified my application and need to update my submission
while Part Il is open?

You may request a new version of Part |l be created by contacting PSC. Ensure your
request to PSC includes a brief explanation as to why a new version is needed. Applicants
will be notified once their application is reopened and ready for updates and re-
certification. By requesting a new version, the applicant assures they will recertify Part Il
prior to the deadline.
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15.5 How can | get a copy of my certified application while EASIE Part Il is

open?

To download and print your EASIE Part Il certified responses, select Print your answers
on EASIE Part Il Certification Confirmation Page (see fig. 15.1) after certifying.

NOTE! Once exiting this page, you will not be able to re-enter and download a copy of
your certified application. Contact PSC if you did not complete this step and would like to

request a copy.

the interim and/or final reallocation has occurred.

2 Print your answers.

Thank you for certifying your EASIE Part IT application! Your application has been submitted to the Office of Indian Education (OIE) for review. We urge all
users to monitor their email messages over the next several few weeks. You will be notified if application updates are required based on OIE review and when

Download and save your certified responses by selecting the Print your answers link below. Refer to the EASIE Part Il FAQs for step-by-step instructions. You
will not be able to download your submission when you exit this page.

A confirmation email has been sent to the entity’s registered Point of Contact (POC) from no-reply.survey@connect.gov. The Point of Contact should forward
this email confirmation to any relevant EASIE contacts in their entity, so all users are informed.

Figure 15.1: EASIE Part Il Certification Confirmation Message

Export responses in PDF format by selecting PDF export or as a queXML PDF format by

selecting queXML PDF export (see fig. 15.2).

Export these responses as PDF:

PDF export

Export these responses as queXML PDF:

queXML PDF export

Figure 15.2: PDF and queXML PDF Export Functions

To print EASIE Part Il responses in a more user-friendly version, PSC recommends
selecting Print your answers (see fig. 15.1) and printing the web page version by
selecting CTRL+P on the keyboard (see fig. 15.3). Users should ensure the Destination is
set to “Save as PDF” and select Save. Follow the browser’s prompts to save.
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Figure 15.3: Printing Web Page Version of EASIE Part Il Responses

15.6 How can | get a copy of my certified application after EASIE Part Il
closes?

After the EASIE Part Il deadline, automated emails from OIE.EASIE@ed.gov will be sent
out to each certified entity’s Point of Contact, Project Director, and Authorized Official
Representative with a user-friendly version of the Part | PDF. Note that this PDF will have
a different format than the PDF downloaded from USDA Connect.gov.

16.0 Program Administration

16.1 Who do | contact for program or budget changes to my application
after EASIE closes?

All questions regarding your program or budget should be referred to OIE after the
EASIE system is closed. You may send your questions and contact information by
email to oieprogramofficers@ed.gov and an OIE staff person will contact you. Be sure
to include your PR number in your email’s subject line.

Grantees should also communicate promptly with your OIE program officer whenever
significant issues arise in connection with budget modifications, project activities and staff
changes.

16.2 May an entity that has a contract with the LEA or other eligible entity
be the certifying official user/authorized approving official for this
program?

No. The grantee remains responsible as the fiscal agent for the program and is
responsible for making all administrative decisions concerning the program; the
grantee cannot contract-out those responsibilities. The primary contact for the program
should be an official from the grantee as a contractor does not have the authority to
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make administrative or financial decisions for the grantee.

16.3 What is the Indian-hiring preference that applies to Formula Grants?

Awards that are primarily for the benefit of Indians are subject to the provisions of
Section 7(b) of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA)
(25 U.S.C. 450b). That section requires that, to the greatest extent feasible, a
grantee:

(A) Give to Indians preferences and opportunities for training and
employment in connection with the administration of the grant; and

(B) Give to Indian organizations and to Indian-owned economic enterprises--as
defined in Section 3 of the Indian Financing Act of 1974 (25 U.S.C. 1452(e))
--preference in the award of contracts in connection with the administration
of the grant.

NOTE! For purposes of this ISDEAA requirement, an Indian is defined as a
member of any federally recognized Indian Tribe.

17.0 Annual Performance Report (APR)

17.1 What are the reporting requirements for Indian Education Formula grantees?

Indian Education Formula grantees complete an Annual Performance Report (APR) -
EASIE Application Part Ill. The APR is an annual report that provides performance data on
the status of the funded project that corresponds to the scope and objectives established
in the approved application and any approved amendments. Under EDGAR § 75.118, the
report must provide the most current performance and financial information.

17.2 What are performance measures (formally known as Government Performance
and Results Act (GPRA))?

Federal departments and agencies must clearly describe the goals and objectives of
programs, identify resources and actions needed to accomplish goals and objectives,
develop a means of measuring progress made, and regularly report on achievement. One
important source of program information on successes and lessons learned is the project
evaluation conducted under individual grants.

18.0 Grant Award Notification (GAN)

18.1 What is a Grant Award Notification (GAN) and who receives it?

The GAN is the official document that states the terms, conditions, and funding amount of
the grant award. It also contains programmatic and fiscal data, as well as the names and
contact information of the respective program officers. The included attachments provide
guidelines and additional terms and conditions regarding administrative procedures. This
is emailed once the application is awarded. An amended GAN is generated any time there
is a change in the Project Director, Authorized Official Representative, and/or the assigned
Program Officer.
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